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W.. is the President of India? When was Gandhi 
assassinated? What is the truth about the caste system? Where 
is Srinagar? How old is Premier Nehru? Are monkeys sacred? 
Why do some Indians wear turbans? What has happened to the 


Maharajahs? Please, can you explain India’s foreign policy? 


This booklet does not pretend to answer all questions that 
flow daily into the Indian Embassy. It attempts to give to the 
average American a general picture of present-day India. Three 
years old today, India’s young Republic desires the understanding 
and friendship of the people of the United States. It is hoped 


that this volume may contribute towards such understanding. 


Washington, D. C., 


26th January, 1953. 
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A hydro-electric project in Western India. 


THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE 


ee sixth person in the world is an Indian. With a 
population of 361 million, India presents a colorful mosaic 
of races, religions and cultures. 


Centuries before the birth of Christ, India gave to the 
world the first discoveries in science, mathematics, and 
metaphysics; the first classics in literature, art and law. 


Even earlier, more than eight thousand years ago, 
a highly developed civilization flourished in India. There 
is evidence of well planned cities, wide roads, sanitary 
underground drainage, baths, granaries, and houses 
made of burnt brick. The people were skilled in many 
arts and crafts and had developed a form of writing. 


The lure of India’s wealth in the past attracted many 
explorers, traders and adventurers. It was in search of a 
new route to India that Christopher Columbus set sail 
from Spain—and discovered America. 


India has never embarked on a war of conquest. 
She has been the home of religions and her message 
throughout has been one of peace and universal goodwill. 
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New irrigation and power projects will supply water to over |6 million acres of land. 


India derives its name from ‘Sindhu,’ the Indian 
name for the river Indus. From ‘Sindhu’ came the words 
‘Ind’ and ‘Hind,’ meaning the land beyond the Indus. The 
people of this land later came to be known as Hindus, 
and their country as Hindustan. 


India covers an area of 1,269,640 square miles, 
somewhat less than half the size of the United States. 
The world’s highest mountain range, the Himalayas, 
forms the northern boundary. Its highest peak is Mt. 
Everest, 29,141 feet. The southern peninsula juts into the 
Indian Ocean, with the Bay of Bengal on the east and 
the Arabian Sea on the west. Some of the largest rivers 
in Asia flow across the country—the Ganges, the Brahma- 
putra, and the Jumna in the north, and the Mahanadi, 
Godavari, Krishna, and Kavery in the south. 


India is situated north of the Equator. There are three 
seasons: the hot weather from March to June, the mon- 
soon from June to September and winter from October 
to February. The winter is mild in most parts of the 
country, except in the north, where it can be very severe. 


India presents a rich fusion of religions and cultures. 


The Aryans, who came to the country more than four 
thousand years ago, established Hinduism. In the sec- 
tarian sense, Hinduism is not a religion but a philosophy 
or way of life. It does not owe its origin to any one 
prophet or book. It respects the teachings of all other 
religions, and does not attempt to seek converts. A car- 
dinal principle of Hindu philosophy is the belief that all 
human beings should be allowed to determine for them- 
selves their individual way of life. Hinduism teaches the 
immortality of the human soul. 


Today, about 85 percent of the people of India are 
Hindus. 


Among other religions which originated in India are 
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism. Buddha, who lived in 
the sixth century B. C., preached the gospel of truth 
and tolerance and emphasized the sanctity of life in all 


forms. Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, stressed the 
doctrine of peace and non-violence. Sikhism, an off-shoot 
of Hinduism, is based on the teachings of Guru Nanak. 
Its sacred book, the Granth Sahib, lays stress on the 
futility of rituals, and enjoins humility and sincerity. 


Islam: came to India in the eighth century with the 
advent of the Arabs, and made rapid headway during 
the subsequent rule of the Pathans and the Moghuls. 
There are 43 million Muslims in India today. 


The first Christians came to India in the first century 
A. D., but it was not until the establishment of a direct sea 
route from Europe in the seventeenth century that Chris- 
tianity made any appreciable impact on India. About 2 
percent of the present population of India are Christians. 


Other religions which flourish in India are Zoroas- 
trianism (the religion of the Parsis) which came from Iran, 
and Judaism, which came direct from Israel. 


Street scene, Bombay 
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5th Century life-size Buddha from Mathura near Delhi 
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Corridor of the Minakshi Temple, Madura 


Hindu philosophy produced some of the world’s most 
subtle and profound metaphysical literature, such as the 
Vedas and the Upanishads. The early Indians compiled 
the first set of temporal laws, the Smrities. Their litera- 
ture, notable among which are the epics Ramayana and 
the Mahabharata, reveals a high standard of social and 
political morality existing at the time. The Mahabharata 
incorporates the famous sermons of the Gita. 


Science, mathematics, astronomy and medicine made 
remarkable progress among the ancient Indians. It was 
the Indians who first introduced the decimal system, and 
evolved the concepts of zero and infinity. The Arabic 
numerals (the Arabic name for which is ‘Hindsa,’ mean- 
ing ‘from India’) also originally came from India. Indians 
were the first to chart the Zodiac, study the rotation and 
gravitational influences of the planets, and compute the 
cycles of eclipses, precession and retrogression. The thera- 
peutic values of many herbs and minerals were well- 
known to ancient Indians, as were certain advanced 
methods of surgery. 


The people of Northern India mostly belong to the 
Aryan or Caucasian race, while the people of South India 
are mainly of the older Dravidian stock. 


The dress of the people of India varies in different 
parts of the country. For men, the most common attire is 
a loose cotton piece called “dhoti,” and a loose shirt. 
In cities and towns, professional people, white-collar 
workers and others sometimes wear an adaptation of 
western clothes—jackets, trousers and shirts. 


Women mostly wear “saris” and blouses, though in 
some parts colorful wide skirts are worn. 


Women in saris 
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Though great emphasis is placed on family life, the 
women of India have during the last few decades played 
an increasingly significant role in public affairs. India is 
perhaps the only country in the world where women did 
not have to fight for the right to vote. Today, the women 
of India enjay absolute equality with men under the new 
Constitution, and many women hold high positions in 
Government and in national life. Some of them have 
represented their country in the United Nations and in 
international conferences abroad, as also in Indian Diplo- 
matic Missions in foreign countries. 


Qutab Minar, Delhi 


Hindi 
spoken and understood by a majority of the people. 


is the national language of India, and is 


About a dozen other languages and dialects are also 
prevalent in the country. These include Bengali, Gujerati, 
Marathi, Punjabi, Rajasthani, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, 
Kanarese, Oriya and Assamese. 
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India’s national holiday is Republic Day—January 
26. 

Many colorful festivals are celebrated in India. The 
most important are: Holi, the festival of Spring; Dussera, 
commemorating an epic victory of Right over Wrong, 
celebrated at the end of the monsoon; Divali, the festival 
of lights, celebrated at the beginning of winter; the 
Muslim festivals of Id, Bakr-ld and Muharram; and the 
Christian festivals of Christmas and Easter. 


Indians are great lovers of sports, and regularly 
participate in international contests and competitions. 
The world championship for field hockey has been held 
by India since 1926. The first “Asiad,” in which nearly six 
hundred athletes from various Asian countries competed, 
was organized in India in 1951. 


The most popular sports in India are: soccer, field 
hockey, cricket, tennis, badminton, polo, wrestling, and 
besides various varieties of 


swimming, indigenous 


athletics. 


THE ART OF INDIA 


Superb specimens of ancient architecture are to be 
found all over India, in temples, monasteries, mosques 
and mausoleums. Many of these temples were built out of 
solid rock, while others were carved inside caves. Out- 
standing examples of the latter are the Ajanta and Ellora 
caves, famous for their ornate murals and frescoes. 


Among other well-known temples are the thousand- 
pillared temple at Rameshwaram in South India, the 
Jagannath temple at Puri, the Temple of the Sun at 
Konarak, and the Golden Temple at Amritsar. 


Other architectural landmarks are the huge mono- 
lithic statues of Gomatesvara in South India, the whis- 
pering gallery’ of the Gol-Gumbaz in Bijapur, the Kutb 
Minar and the Jama Masjid in Delhi, and the celebrated 
Taj Mahal at Agra. 


The Jain Temple, Calcutta 
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The Taj Mahal, Agra 
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Detail of carvings, Hoysala Temple of Halebid, Mysore. 
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The Golden Temple, Amritsar 


Sculpture from Khajraho, Kandariya Mahadeve Temple, Vindyha Pradesh. 


India has a rich heritage in painting, sculpture, 
engraving and other art forms. Among the outstanding 
examples are the numerous frescoes and murals in caves 
and temples, and the miniature paintings which are a 
comphehensive record of the religious and emotional life 
of the people of ancient India. The influence of these 
works of art is to be found in the neighboring countries 
of Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, Thailand, Indo-China, and 
Indonesia, and as far afield as China and Japan. 


The art of the later period, particularly the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries, derived its inspiration largely 
from poetry, music and drama, as also the folk-lore of 
the time. 


In modern times, art in India has been largely 
influenced by western forms and technique, through some 
artists, notably in Bengal, have tried to preserve the 
lines and character of ancient Indian art. 


Music has been highly developed and cultivated 
throughout India’s history, and Indian music comprises an 
elaborate system of nuances, notes and melodies. 


The main emphasis in Indian music is on melody and 
improvisation, instead of on harmony as in western music. 
There are no absolute values in Indian music. Pitches and 
intervals are relative, and half-tones and quarter-tones 
are common. The microtones are produced by subtle 
shades of intonation. 


Indian music is modal, depending primarily on the 
“raga” or mode, and the “tala” or beat. A raga is con- 
stituted by a particular arrangement of notes. There are 
many ragas in Indian music, each pertaining to a season 
of the year and a time of day. 


Many of the original string instruments are still pre- 
valent in India, the most important ones being sitar, 
sarangi, sarod, and veena. For rhythm a pair of drums 
called the “tabla” is most commonly used. 


(Photo: 
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Indian dancing has been highly developed since ancient times. Pictured above is Ram Gopal, 


Indian dancing, like music, started as part of 
religious ceremonies. The essence of Indian dancing lies 


in the “mudras’—gestures made with eyes, head, hands 
and body. 


Beginning with the expression of a devotional mood, 
Indian dancing later assumed the form of a narrative art 
and became a medium of entertainment depicting the 
many moods of nature and life. 


There are many schools of Indian dancing. The 
Bharatnatyam of South India represents one of the oldest 
and purest forms of Indian dancing. The Kathakali of 
Malabar is a dramatic and narrative form of dancing, 
employing a group of dancers. The Kathak dance is noted 
for its complicated rhythm, and the Manipuri dance is 
essentially lyrical, conceived in a lighter mood. 
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Musical instruments: 
mirdang and tabla 


a modern exponent of classical Indian dancing 


tambura, sitar, israj, sarangi, violin, sarod, 


Indians developed a remarkable talent for the 
theatre and drama at an early stage. Some of the ancient 
Indian dramatists, notable among whom was Kalidasa, 
bear comparison with the Greeks. 


The theatre in one form or another has always flour- 
ished in India. It suffered a decline in the last couple of 
centuries, for various reasons, though rural theatricals 
have throughout been a popular form of entertainment 
in the villages. 


There has been a revival of the theatre, particularly 
in Bengal, as a result of the national movements since the 
beginning of this century, and today India has developed 
a National Theatre. 


India’s movie industry is the second largest in the 
world, in point of footage produced. About 300 pictures 


are produced annually, mostly in local languages and 
dealing with themes of Indian interest. The stress is 
mainly on music and drama, and by western standards 
the pictures are inclined to be somewhat lengthy. 


Radio in India is controlled and operated by the 
Government on a national basis. The All-India Radio 
(AIR) network comprises 21 broadcasting stations. There 
are about 635,000 private radio sets, and nearly 5,000 
community sets in use in India. 


The AIR beams nearly 70 news bulletins every day— 
in 23 languages for domestic transmissions, and in 12 
languages for overseas transmissions. 


Folk dancing by village children 
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Tomb of Emperor Humayun, Delhi 


TOURIST ATTRACTIONS 


In the diversity of her scenic beauty India offers much 
to the tourist. From the palm-fringed coastal regions of the 
south to the beautiful Vale of Kashmir and the hill- 
stations of the Himalayas, the country has always fas- 
cinated the foreign visitor. 


In addition to the many architectural attractions, 
such landmarks as Kashmir’s Dal Lake dotted with house- 
boats, the Pichola Lake in Udaipur, the Shivasamudram 
Falls and the Jog Falls in Mysore State are notable 
examples of scenic splendor. 


A Bombay bazaar 
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Carrying freshly picked cotton from a field in Western India 


The hill-stations of the Himalayas and the Nilgiris, 
with their modern hotels and picturesque surrounding 
villages, are popular holiday resorts. The best known of 
these are: Simla, Mussoorie, Nainital, Darjeeling and Shil- 
long in the north, and Ootacamund, Coonoor and Kodai- 
kanal in the south. From Darjeeling, on a clear day, one 
can have 4 magnificent view of the majestic peaks, 
Mount Everest and Kanchanjunga. Nainital offers yacht- 
ing; boating, swimming and fishing on its wooded lake. 
In winter, the Himalayan resorts are crowded with winter- 
sports enthusiasts. 


Among other noted holiday spots are the fine 


The Thiruvannamalai Temple, South India 


The Jagannath Temple at Puri The Gateway to India, Bombay 


Nainital Lake (Photo: R.R. Bharadwaj) Himalayas from Darjeeling 
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beaches of Madras and Bombay, and the many beautiful 
parks and gardens, such as the Shalimar and Nishat Bagh 
in Srinagar, the botanical gardens in Calcutta, the “hang- 
ing gardens” on Malabar Hill in Bombay, and the 
terraced Brindavan gardens near Mysore. 


For the adventurous sportsman, India offers a wide 
variety of game. In the forests are tiger, panther, bear, 
buffalo, and bison; on the plains, deer and wild boar; 


in the rivers, trout, masheer, and even crocodile; and on 
the marshes, swarms of snipe and. duck. 


Mt. Kanchenjunga, 28,140 feet, seen from Darjeeling 
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"Hatred ever kills, love never dies. Such is the vast difference 
between the two. What is obtained by love is retained for all time. 
What is obtained by hatred proves a burden in reality, for it in- 
creases hatred. The duty of a human being is to diminish hatred 
and to promote love." 


—Mohandas K. Gandhi. 
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President Rajendra Prasad and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 


INDEPENDENCE AND AFTER 


The concept of democracy has existed.for centuries 
in the minds of the Indian people. In the time of the 
Aryans, the voice of the people expressed through public 
assemblies was stronger than the monarchs that ruled 
them. Democratic traditions were evident in religious 
assemblies and village panchayats (committees) through- 
out the country. Such organizations had their own rules 
of procedure, resembling the parliamentary procedures 
of today. 


Although numerous invasions took place and differ- 
ent dynasties established their rule, the resultant changes 
were dynastic and political rather than religious or social. 
So long as the people were left to pursue their normal 
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life, it was immaterial whether the ruler was a Hindu or 
a Muslim. 


Throughout the centuries, in spite of the rise and fall 
of many a political power, the ideal of freedom remained 
alive in the minds of the people. It burst forth with 
renewed vigor, after World War |, under the leadership 
of Mahatma Gandhi who launched his freedom move- 
ment through passive resistance and non-cooperation. The 
struggle for freedom remained non-violent throughout 
and eventually attained success, on August 15, 1947, 
when India achieved her independence. 


On January 26, 1950, India adopted a new Consti- 
tution and declared herself a “sovereign democratic 
Republic.” 


The 562 princely states, which had existed under 


British rule, were merged into and made part of the 
Indian Union soon after independence, and today the 
Indian Republic is composed of 27 constituent units or 
States. 


The Indian Constitution has drawn upon all that is 
best in the existing democratic constitutions of the world. 
Under the Constitution, the head of the State is the Presi- 
dent. He is elected by an electoral college composed of 
members of both Houses of Parliament (the Council of 
States and the House of the People) and of the legisla- 
tures of the constituent States. The President holds office 
for five years and can be re-elected. 


The President of India does not exercise any consti- 
tutional powers on his own initiative. These are exer- 
cised by the Prime Minister as head of the Cabinet, which 
is responsible to the popularly elected Parliament. An 
adverse vote in Parliament means an end to the Cabinet. 


The Vice-President is elected jointly by members of 
both Houses of Parliament. 


The Prime Minister is chosen by the members of 
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Vice-President Radhakrishnan 


Parliament, who in their turn are elected on the basis of 
universal adult franchise. 


The Prime Minister forms his own Cabinet. 


The House of the People, or the Lower House, con- 
sists of 489 elected members and 10 members nominated 
by the President. The Council of State, or the Upper House, 
consists of 200 members elected by members of the State 
Legislative Assemblies, and 16 members nominated by 
the President. The Council of State is presided over by 
the Vice-President, while the House of the People elects 
its own Speaker. 


The States have their own Legislative Assemblies 
and in certain cases a second Chamber. All members of 
the Legislative Assemblies are elected on the basis of 
universal adult franchise. The heads of States are called 
Governors. In those States which formerly comprised 
princely states, they are called Rajpramukhs. Appointed 
by the President, they exercise no more powers in the 
States than does the President at the Center. Like the 
Central Government, each State has a Cabinet headed by 
a Chief Minister, who is likewise responsible to the 
elected State Legislature. 


Mme. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit 
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The Supreme Court is the highest judicial tribunal 
for the entire country. Each State also has its own High 
Court. A uniform code of civil and criminal laws applies 
to the whole country. 


The preamble to the Indian Constitution bears a 
striking resemblance to the Declaration of Rights of the 
American Constitution. The fundamental rights of all 
citizens are guaranteed under the Indian Constitution, 
which countenances no discrimination on grounds of race, 
religion, creed or sex. “Untouchability” has been abol- 
ished and the practise of it made a criminal offense under 
the law. Freedom of speech and expression, assembly 
and association, migration, acquisition of property, and 
choice of occupation or trade is guaranteed. There is per- 
fect liberty for everyone to follow and practise his own 
religion, and minorities are specially protected in respect 
of their language, religion and culture. 


The State is further enjoined to strive toward a goal 
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Parliament House, New Delhi 


of economic democracy, and in its foreign policy to pro- 
mote peace and security, and maintain just and honor- 
able relations between nations. 


India’s foreign policy is based on the Gandhian ideal 
of peace and universal goodwill. In pursuance of this 
policy she has consistently maintained a position of non- 
alignment and non-involvement in disputes between 
power blocs. Her attitude in this regard is not based on 
so-called neutrality, but on an earnest and abiding 
desire for the promotion of world peace. 


India is convinced that, in spite of the deepening 
international crisis, people everywhere are desperately 
longing for peace, as they realise that another world war 
would be the greatest disaster for mankind and might 
result in the destruction of much of what modern civiliza- 
tion stands for. 


India further believes that preparation for war can 
never ensure peace; it may ultimately lead to war. Peace 


can be attained only through the promotion of peace, and 
for this cause India, in the words of Prime Minister Nehru, 
is prepared to “go to the ends of the earth.” 


India is one of the original members of the United 
Nations, and has taken an active part in the deliberations 
and activities of its various organizations. Her participa- 
tion throughout has been prompted by an honest desire 
to deal with each case on its merits, irrespective of con- 
siderations of expediency or power-politics. 


India firmly believes that the United Nations is the 
only organization today which, given the will on all sides, 
can effectively promote the cause of world peace and 
human welfare. She has repeatedly raised her voice in 
this regard before the august body, and though her 
efforts so far have borne little fruit, she remains con- 
vinced that further attempts must be made through the 
UN to explore all possible avenues to peace and inter- 
national understanding. 
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Apartment house, Queen's Road, Bombay 


Tomb of Itmad-ud-Daula at Agra 
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The Flag of India was designed as a symbol of free- 
dom. Prime Minister Nehru has called it “a flag of not 
only freedom for ourselves but a symbol of freedom to 
all people 
message 


Wherever it may go, it will bring a 
. . of freedom . of comradeship ...a 
message that India wants to be friends with every coun- 


try in the world.” 


The flag consists of three horizontal stripes of sat- 
fron, white and green with a blue wheel in the center of 
the white stripe. 


The saffron stands for courage, sacrifice and the 
spirit of renunciation; the white, for purity and truth; the 
green, for faith and fertility on which all life depends. 
The wheel in the center is the Wheel of Law. 


Detail from Udayesvara Temple at Udayapur, built in the Ith 
Century 
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Sculpiured wheel from the Black Pagoda of Konarak, Orissa, 
The wheel in the flag of India has been adapted from this 


The State Emblem and Seal of India is a replica of 
the Lion Capital at Sarnath, near Banaras. The Lion 
Capital was erected in the third century B. C., by Emperor 
Asoka, to mark the spot where Buddha first proclaimed 
his gospel of peace and emancipation to “The Four 
Quarters of the World.” It comprises the figures of four 
large lions on a circular abacus, which is girded by four 
smaller animals in relief. The lions—symbolising power, 
courage and confidence—face the four corners of the 
Universe. The four smaller animals are guardians of the 
four directions—the bull of the west, the lion of the north, 
the elephant of the east, and the horse of the south. 


The abacus rests on a lotus in full bloom exemplify- 
ing the fountainhead of life and creative inspiration. 


The motto underneath the State Emblem reads: 
“Satyameva Jayate” (Truth Alone Triumphs). 


India’s first General Election, the largest of its kind 
in the world, was held from October 1951 to March 1952. 
The polling was staggered over a number of months, 
due to climatic and geographical reasons. 


"Sarasvati," 


12th Century marble sculpture from Bikanir. 


Out of a total electorate of 176 million, over 106 
million people went to the polls. Nearly half of these 
were women. 


The election resulted in an overwhelming victory for 
the Congress Party, which won 362 out of 489 (or 74%) 
of the elective seats in the Central Parliament. Fourteen 
other parties secured the balance of 127 seats. As a 
result, the Congress Party, headed by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, assumed charge of the administration. 
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A PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT 


Early in 1951, India framed and put into effect her 
First Five-Year Plan of economic development. The Plan 
aims at the maximum utilization of all available 
resources, human, natural and technical, for raising the 
living standard of the people. 


A capital out-lay of over $4 billion is envisaged in 
the Plan, which, it is expected, will result in raising the 
national income by about 11% by 1956, through an over- 
all increase in the agricultural and industrial production 
of the country. 


The main emphasis of the Plan is on the develop- 
ment of agriculture. This is to be achieved through the 
establishment of a number of multi-purpose projects, and 
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through the extension of irrigation, fertilization and use 
of improved methods and implements. 


Another special feature of the Plan is the gradual 
establishment of a large number of Community Develop- 
ment Projects throughout the country, for all-round rural 
development at the grass-roots level. 


Other major heads of development under the Plan 
are: industries, transport and communications, education, 
public health, social services and rehabilitation. 


There are 11 multi-purpose irrigation and power 
projects now under construction in India. Of these, 8 are 
major projects. Those which are already well under way 
include the Bhakra-Nangal project, the Damodar Valley 
project, and the Hirakud Dam and Harike project. On com- 
pletion, these three projects are expected to irrigate 6.5 
million acres of land and produce 541,000 kilowatts of 
power. 
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In addition, 5 new projects are to be taken in hand 
during the later part of the Plan. These are expected to 
produce a further 600,000 kilowatts of power. 


Besides the above, 124 other smaller projects are at 
present under execution in different parts of India. The 


aggregate cost of all the projects now under construction 
is estimated at $1.2 billion. 
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On October 2, 1952, India launched 55 Community 
Development Projects, to cover 18,464 villages with a 
population of 15.2 million and an area of 26,000 square 
miles. These projects have been undertaken with the 
cooperation of the United States Government, which, 
under the Indo-U. S. Technical Cooperation Agreement, 
has been extending valuable assistance in the form of 
goods, technical equipment and personnel. The cost of 
these projects is estimated at $101 million, the contribu- 
tions of the U. S. government and the Indian government 
being $25 million and $76 million, respectively. 


The Bhakra-Nangal dam under construction. On completion this project will irrigate over three and a half million acres of land 


Picking cotton in Pepsu, India. Improved varieties of cotton have been introduced during recent years 
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In November 1952, a further agreement was signed 
between the Governments of India and the United States, 
extending the projects to 55 additional development blocs 
covering approximately 4 million more people. Addi- 
tional costs to be borne by the two governments are esti- 
mated at $15.4 million and $1.9 million, respectively. 


The Community Development Projects cover a wide 
field of activity, including land reclamation, provision of 
fertilizers, irrigation facilities, quality seeds, improved 
implements and techniques, and better facilities for edu- 
cation, housing, public health and medical attention. 


The Ford Foundation has been rendering consider- 
able assistance in the training of personnel and the evalu- 
ation of progress achieved by the various projects. The 
Foundation has offered to provide funds up to $4.9 million 
for the purpose. 


With the progress of the various agricultural develop- 
ment programs now in operation, there has already been 
a noticeable improvement in India’s food supply position. 
This is indicated by the decrease in India’s imports of 
foodgrains from 4.7 million tons in 1951 to an estimated 
2.5 million tons in 1953. 


In 1951 the net production of foodgrains in India 
was a little over 41 million tons. 


Village women carrying loads of straw 
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Farm girl winnowing grain 


The total area of land now under cultivation is 
about 245 million acres. An additional 7.5 million acres 
of waste land is gradually being put under cultivation. 


Apart from increase in food production, special 
stress is being laid on augmenting the production of jute 
and cotton, two important raw materials for the country’s 
industry and foreign trade. 


An important factor in the implementation of the 
various development programs under India’s First Five- 


November, 


Year Plan is the availability of foreign aid. Much assist- 
ance has already been forthcoming from various coun- 
tries, notably the United States, in the form of technical 
experts, training facilities, and essential equipment and 
supplies. The U. S. Government has made a contribution 
of $54 million under the Indo-U. S. Technical Cooperation 
Agreement of January, 1951, and a further $38.35 
million under a supplementary agreement signed in 
1952. In addition, the U. S. Government 
granted a $190 million wheat loan to India in 1951. 


Programs of assistance have also been formulated 
under the Colombo Plan, in which the countries of the 
British Commonwealth are participating. 


Agricultural trainees examine an improved variety of rice 
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The American Ambassador to India, Mr. Chester Bowles, (second 
from left) signs the Indo-U.S. Technical Cooperation Agreement. 
Signing for India is Shri C. D. Deshmukh, Minister of Finance. 
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Machine shop of the Hindustan Motors, Calcutta 


The Ford Foundation has already rendered much 
valuable assistance, and has agreed to provide funds up 
to $4.9 million for setting up pilot projects and training 
centers for the Community Development Projects. 
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The International Bank and the International Mone- 
tary Fund have also extended loans to India in connec- 
tion with the Damodar Valley project, land reclamation 
schemes, and the expansion of India’s iron and steel 
industry. 


Valuable aid has also been received from some of 
the agencies of the United Nations, such as the World 
Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion, the UNESCO, the International Labor Office, Chil- 
dren’s Emergency Fund and others. 


The Indian Constitution provides for free and com- 
pulsory education for all children between the ages of 6 
and 14. Special schemes for imparting basic education are 
being introduced throughout the counrty. Mobile schools, 
audio-visual units and travelling libraries are planned 
for the countryside. Night classes are being opened for 
adult education. Emphasis is placed on vocational training 
and technical education. The medium of instruction is 
being progressively shifted to local languages. 


There are 30 universities in India. Affiliated to them 
are 649 colleges—456 devoted to arts and sciences, 25 
to engineering, 35 to medicine, 22 to agriculture, 32 to 
commerce, 37 to law, and 42 to teacher-training. 


There are over 19,000 secondary schools, many of 
which are aided by the State, while others are run exclu- 
sively by the Government. 


Since Independence, India has established 11 new 
national laboratories for research in the fields of science 
and industry. Many of India’s leading scientists are work- 
ing in these centers. 


The total expenditure on all types of education is 
now about $210 million. The total number of students in 
India is about 24 million. 


India has established cultural links with various 
countries, arrangements have been made with some of 
them for exchange of students and teachers. Many 
Indian students have gone abroad for higher education, 
particularly in technical fields. Over 1,500 Indian students 
are at present in universities throughout the United States. 
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Special efforts are being directed towards the 


improvement of the nation’s public health. 


Science laboratory of a women's college in India 
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An increasing number of women students are attending India's 
30 universities 
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A school for adults run by the Government-initiated literacy campaign 


Measures for the improvement of water supply and mentation of a project destgned to provide protection 
for malaria control have been initiated in various parts from malaria to nearly 75 million people. 
of the country. The U. S. Government is rendering valu- To combat tuberculosis, a BCG vaccination campaign 


able aid in this connection, and has recently signed an _ has been started by Government in co-operation with the 
agreement with the Government of India for the imple- W.H.O. and the U.N.I.C.E.F. 


Kindergarten group at a nursery school in Mysore 


Tea-planting in Assam 


Ambulance units and first-aid stations are being 
organized in various parts of the country and special 
courses in nursing are being started. Mobile dispensaries 
are being planned for the countryside, to dispense drugs 
and medical aid. 


Increasing attention is also being paid to birth- 
control, through the establishment of clinics at various 
centers. The International Conference on Planned Parent- 
hood recently held at Bombay has given added impetus to 
work in this direction. 


Medical research is already making much headway 
in India, through such institutions as the All-India Insti- 
tute of Hygiene and Public Health at Calcutta, the Malaria 
Institute at Delhi, the Central Research Institute at Kasauli, 
the Serological Laboratory at Bombay, and the Central 
Drugs Laboratory at Calcutta. The Nutrition Research 
Institute at Coonoor has been developing methods to 
improve the nation’s diet. Factories for the production of 
certain essential drugs, like penicillin, have also been 
started. 


There are at present about 8,000 public hospitals 
and 56,000 doctors in the country. 


Lunch time for nurses 
Bombay 


of the Tata Cancer Research Hospital, 
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INDUSTRY AND TRADE 


India’s natural resources are probably the third 
richest in the world, though hitherto they have remained 
largely untouched. 


The deposits of iron ore are among the largest and 
of the finest quality, and India already ranks seventh in 
the world as a steel producer. The Tata Iron and Steel 
Works of Jamshadpur, near Calcutta, is the biggest fac- 
tory of its kind in Asia. 


Three-quarters of the world’s supply of sheet and 
block mica come from India. Much of this is exported to 
the United States. 


India is the second largest producer of manganese 
ore, and the leading supplier to the United States. 


There are large deposits of coal, though the propor- 
tion of high grade metallurgical coal is said to be com- 
paratively small. India ranks ninth in the world as a coal 
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The chief resources of India are: 


producer. 


Mineral: iron ore, manganese ore, mica, coal, bauxite, 
barytes, antimony, asbestos, petroleum, gold, copper, 
and salt. 


Agricultural: rice, wheat, millets, pulses, grain, sugar- 
cane, oilseeds, groundnut, pepper, spices, coconut, 
betel-nut, cotton, jute, tea, coffee and tobacco. 


Forest: teak, sal, deodar, chir, sheeshum, bamboos and 
canes, besides numerous varities of fruits, fibres, 
barks, grass, gums, resins, etc. 


Indian industry has made notable progress since 
Independence, and production today has reached a new 
high in many fields. 
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Tata’ High School aialamthed sae 
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India's 450 cotton mills produce about 4,500,000,000 yards of 


cloth annually 
Inside an Indian steel plant 
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The largest industry in India is the cotton textile 
industry. It produces about 4.3 billion yards of cloth per 
year. The handloom industry accounts for another 1.5 
billion yards. Second in importance is the jute industry, 
which last year exported more than $567 million worth 
of jute goods, one-fourth of ‘which was absorbed by the 
United States. 


A project for the expansion of the iron and steel 
industry is now under way. The World Bank recently 
granted a loan of $31.5 million for this project, which is 
expected to substantially augment the country’s steel pro- 
duction capacity. The total estimated cost of the project is 
$73.5 million. 


Among other important industries are: sugar, tea, 
coffee, cement, matches, paper, leather goods, chemicals 
and drugs. 


New Government enterprises in the industrial field 
include: the Sindri Fertilizer Factory, the Chittaranjan 
Locomotive Works, the Hindustan Shipyard, the Hindustan 
Aircraft Factory, the Telephone Cable Factory, the 
National Instruments Factory, a machine tool factory, a 
penicillin factory, a DDT factory, and the Rare Earths 
Factory. 


Agreements have been entered into between two 
United States firms and the Government of India for the 
setting up of oil refineries in India. The refineries will 
preduce motor spirits, kerosene, diesel oil, fuel oils, etc., 
and are expected to go into production by 1955. Negotia- 
tions for a third refinery are also in progress. 


Wood carver at work 
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Assembly shop of the locomotive works at Chittaranjan 


Principal Items of Industrial 
Production in 1951 


1,076,400 long tons 


(CoV 0 Uh ahaa tt lel dalle tell Aimee ah 34,308,000 long tons 
Cotton 

Vela: oe See ak Se eee eT ee 1,304,400,000 pounds 

loti: oe eens. * 4,071,400,000 yards 
i Rd a ae 874,800 long tons 
Se es ee Pe en 1,114,800 long tons 
0° OL och, Je a oe 18,096 long tons 
Osh ange Ab ln te ok Lae a iia 624,720,000 pounds 
OL Se eae ee 3,195,600 long tons 
A encanto misc 6,118,657,280 pounds 
Braoreties= oe ality Obl © 23,682,000,000 pieces 


Railroads in India now cover 47,350 miles of track, 
constituting the world’s fourth largest railroad system. In 
1950-51, Indian railroads carried 91 million tons of 
freight, 1,280 million passengers and ran 3,877 passenger 
trains a day. 


The locomotive factory at Chittaranjan has started 
production of locomotives and boilers. When in full pro- 
duction it is expected to manufacture 120 locomotives and 
50 spare boilers per year. 


There are about 255,000 miles of roads in India at 
present. An additional 311,000 miles of roads are being 
planned at a cost of $56 million to serve India’s 565,000 
villages. There are about 300,000 motor vehicles in the 
country. 


At present, 9 Indian air transport companies are 
operating scheduled services on about 50 routes, both 
domestic and foreign. There are 665 aircraft registered 


in India. 


In 1951, Indian airlines flew 19.33 million miles, and 
carried 448.6 thousand passengers, 86.66 million pounds 
of freight, and 7.15 million pounds of mail. 


The Government of India has recently decided to 
nationalise the country’s air transport system. 


A jute field near Calcutta 


The total gross tonnage of Indian merchant shipping 
has expanded considerably since independence, and now 
amounts to about 400,000 tons. Total earnings of the 
shipping companies have shown a rise from $7.98 million 
in 1945 to $38.64 million in 1952. 
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India’s foreign trade in 1951-52 amounted to $3.566 
million. Of this, imports accounted for $2.027 million, and 
exports $1.539 million. 


Ambassador Gaganvihari L. Mehta 


Principal imports were: grains, seeds, flour, raw 
cotton and waste, machinery of all kinds, raw jute, oils, 
metals, chemicals, drugs and medicines, cutlery, hard- 
ware and implements, dyes and colors, and artificial silk 
yarn. 


Principal exports were: Jute yarn and manufactures, 
tea, cotton yarn and manufactures, spices, leather, oils, 
tobacco, raw cotton and waste, fruits and vegetables, 
gums, resins, shellac, manganese ore and mica. 


The United States now has the largest share of India’s 
foreign trade. In the eleven months ending February 
1952, the total Indo-U. S. trade amounted to $754 million, 
Indian exports to the United States being $239 million, 
and imports from the United States $515 million. 
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The Indian monetary unit is the rupee. A rupee is 
divided into 16 annas, and an anna into 12 pies. Accord- 
ing to the present rate of exchange, the rupee is equal 
to 21 cents. 


A lakh and a crore are units of measurement. 
A lakh is one hundred thousand, (written 100,000). 


A crore is ten million, (written 10,000,000). 


India’s Principal Exports to the U. S. 


Jute and manufactures; non-metal minerals and 
manufactures; tea, cocoa and coffee; spices; nuts; gums 
and resins; ferro alloys, ore and metals; hides and skins; 
raw cotton; wool —  unmanufactured; leather; drugs, 
herbs etc.; vegetable fibres. India is the largest supplier 


of manganese to the U. S. 


India’s Principal Imports from the U. S. 


Grains and preparations; engines, turbines and 
parts; steel mill products; petroleum and products; indus- 
trial machinery; electrical machinery and apparatus; 
automobiles and parts; copper and manufacturers; medic- 
inal and pharmaceutical preparations; tobacco and manu- 
facturers; textile, sewing, and shoe machinery; tractors, 
parts and accessories; raw films; construction, excavating 
and conveying machinery; zinc and manufactures. 


Representatives in the United States 


India’s Ambassador to the United States and Mexico 
is Mr. Gaganvihari L. Mehta. The Chancery of the 
Embassy is located at 2107 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. 


to the United 
Nations is Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal. The Delegation is located 
at 3 East 64th Street, New York 21, N. Y. 


India’s Permanent Representative 


Consulates-General of India are maintained in New 
York and San Francisco. The Consul-General in New York 
is—Mr. Arthur S. Lall, 3 East 64th Street, New York 21, 
N. Y. The Consul-General at San Francisco is—Mr. M. 
Azim Hussain, 417 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, 
California. 


A Government of India Tourist Office is located at 11-A 
East 58th Street, New York. 


Director: Mr. G. R. Kadapa 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


President: Rajendra Prasad 
Vice President: Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan 
Prime Minister: Jawaharlal Nehru 
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STATES OF INDIA 


STATE AREA IN SQ. MILES 
PSS CUIN) See 54,084 
30) epee eo RRM 10 Le eed 70,368 
BRO Ye ee Boe) kD ee ee (Hipp (0, 
BAGOnYarerade@sise en sn a Sa ees 130,323 
WACICLE OS Se ee ee 127,763 
Br ES CON eran er Bd i ee 59,869 
PU Cl aS ee ee 37,428 
Uttar’ Pradesh... As ee 112,523 
BV RStEDONnG Ol oo Se cee re 29,476 
CMGI Roe ee EE. | A 82,313 
Pammu Lond eKOSMMir..-2--2-.- ee 82,258 
Panonvos Bhar s...0 sso. ft ee eee 46,710 
RAV SOLG mee 8 pe A SS 29,458 
LSS SUS Se es Ee SEM la ML ted Dae 10,099 
LEV ECOL TOT DY | ii Be Celtic ascents 128,424 
Pecan h ty Chee ee ape eed 21,062 
Reaycnrore=COCHIN 2%. eee ee ge ee NE oy, 9,155 
CSUTPOCET ES Rad SL Rd ek 27425 
COSTS LSPS se I 2 a 6,9CO 
NAGY, (hate 7 oR Si Ue Benet oe One 458 
| EYER le ee Sn, al ie ee eek 1,593 
CUTNAT | 5 2° 2e) ander te ci OA ee 574 
BICC GIEPrOCGsh sete = Ste pee 10,600 
ogre ah! 2linde ROA ag OE Sy gia RCL act eae 8,461 
CONSE TAL) Taree ee ee ie Be Ss aks 8,620 
(SYST 2 A ET DVRS UR al ee 4,049 
OLE LER TED | ate Te FEE ee ls i en 6 ee 24,600 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 3,143 
TER. ote MS Se 2,745 


POPULATION CAPITAL 
9,129,442 Shillong 
40,218,916 Patna 
35,943,559 Bombay 
217327,398 Nagpur 
56,952,332 Madras 
14,644,293 Cuttack 
12,638,611 Simla 
63,254,118 Lucknow 
24,786,683 Calcutta 
18,652,964 Hyderabad 
4,370,000 Srinagar 
7,941,642 Gwalior- 
Indore 
9,071,678 Bangalore 
3,468,631 Patiala 
L57292,079 Jaipur 
4,136,005 Rajkot 
OP2 O00, Lot Trivandrum 
692,506 Ajmer 
838,107 Bhopal 
127,566 Bilaspur 
229 200 Coorg 
1,743,992 Delhi 
989,437 Simla 
567,825 Bhuj 
579,058 Manipur 
649,930 Agartala 
3,5/7,43 1 Rewa 
30,963 Port Blair 


135,646 Gangtok 
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